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The main part of this book is devoted to a state-
ment and a vindication of Mr, Ruskin's claim to have
placed Political Economy upon a sounder scientific and
ethical foundation than it had hitherto possessed, and to
have built upon that foundation an ideal of a prosperous
human society. The particular qualities and defects of
Mr. Ruskin's criticism and constructive policy are exa-
mined in some detail, his repudiation of democratic
ideas and institutions receiving special attention. The
important contribution which he made to educational
theories and experiments, and its bearing upon the wider
social polity, are separately discussed, and chapters
are accorded to certain themes, such as his attitude
towards machinery and his view of the position of
woman, which seem to demand separate treatment.
Finally, some account is given of the constitution of
the Society and Guild of St. George, and of the in-
dustrial and educational experiments either directly
associated with the Guild or animated by the spirit of
Mr. Ruskin's social teaching,

For many of the biographical facts I wish to express
my indebtedness to the admirable work of Mr. Colling-
wood, " Life and Work of John Ruskin."

I have also to acknowledge the kindness and cour-
tesy of Mr* Ruskin, and of Messrs. George Allen & Son
in permitting me the use of copious excerpts from
Mr. Ruskin's published works,
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